
Introduction
Academic writing requires students to make 
careful observations in order to make arguments 
based on evidence (Cottrell, 2017). These 
observations must be critically analyzed, and the 
criteria for analysis is usually based theories in 
the field being studied. In other words, students 
must become members of a community of 
practice by connecting their observations and 
arguments to the ideas of others in the field, or as 
Bean (2011) puts it, “. . . writing means joining a 
conversation of persons who are . . . jointly 
seeking answers to shared questions that puzzle 
them” (p. 22). This act of connecting arguments to 
theory requires training and practice, especially 
for students who lack experience in doing this.
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Challenges Students Face
There are three challenges that first-time 
academic writers face:

1. They have a lack of academic writing 
experience. Therefore, they are unfamiliar with 
the style and format of the genre.

2. They have difficulty distinguish between 
reporting on sources and using sources to support 
their own observations and ideas. 

3. They find it difficult to make observations on 
textual sources.

Classroom Approach
In order to address the challenges that students 
face when doing academic writing, the following 
classroom approach was developed for a 3rd year 
seminar course. Students who take this course are 
required to write a 3000-word graduation thesis in 
English in their 4th year seminar. 

1. A short lecture that introduces several 
theoretical concepts in the topic being studied.

2. Controlled activities to confirm students’ 
understanding of the theoretical concepts. This 
stage includes classroom discussion.

3. An individual analysis of a piece of visual 
media. Students make observations using the 
theoretical concepts introduced.

4. A short acedemic writing assignment in which 
students connect their observations of the 
visual media to a particular source referred to 
in the lecture.

Conclusions
With this approach to academic writing, 
students have been able to develop their skills 
in connecting their observations and thoughts 
to the ideas and theories presented by experts 
in the fields they are writing about. 

As shown in the examples of student work, 
they were able to gain enough experience in 
academic writing to show improvement in the 
style and format of their writing. They were 
able to distinguish between reporting on 
sources and using sources to support their 
observations, and they were able to 
demonstrate their ability to make observations 
from visual media. 

Resources for Students
In this course, there are two types of resources 
that are provided to students: the sources used 
in the lecture (see Figure 1.) and a bank of 
visual media that students can use (this will be 
shown during the presentation). There are two 
reasons for providing these. First, students 
often mistake the finding of sources as research. 
By providing these, more emphasis can be 
placed on making observations of visual 
sources and thinking about those observations. 
Visual sources are used to encourage students 
to write in their own words more. Second, 
students with little academic writing experience 
often have trouble finding good sources. 
Students need to understand how to use 
sources before they can find their own sources.

Further Challenges
While this approach addresses the three 
challenges that it is designed to overcome, there 
are other challenges that provide opportunities 
for further development.

1. Students are not able to find sources 
efficiently. Currently, students are required to 
find their own sources in the 4th year. To make 
this easier, experience in finding sources needs 
to be introduced in the 3rd year.

2.  Students require more academic writing 
experience in their L1. Coordination with other 
courses could provide students with experience 
in academic writing prior to attempting it in 
English.

Teacher Model
This approach emphasizes the importance of models in learning 
academic writing. This is because modeling is effective in promoting 
learning (Hattie & Yates, 2014). Additionally, it is a way to make the 
thinking processes in academic writing more visible to students 
(Ritchhart, Church & Morrison, 2011).

There are two levels of modeling in this approach. First, the sources that 
are provided to students are the same ones that are used in the short 
lecture. In the lecture itself, these sources receive citation. This provides 
a model of giving citations and references, which is an important part of 
the academic writing process. 

Second, a model of each week’s academic writing assignment is 
provided to the students (see Figure 2.). This provides a visual reference 
for formatting (how to give citations and write references). Also, it 
shows how to connect observations to ideas introduced in the lecture.

Areas of Focus 
In this approach, the following aspects of academic writing highlighted :

Paraphrasing. Some of the sources are challenging and require students to explain what they mean by 
paraphrasing. They are reminded that the reader may not know well about the topics being discussed.

Making careful observations of visual media. Focusing on observations and the students’ thoughts about those 
observations helps them understand what the main content of their academic writing should be.

Choosing a suitable source. The sources that students select to include in their writings should have a strong 
connection to the observations they have made of the visual media.

Learning academic style and formatting (APA). Students see many models during their 3rd year of studies and 
receive feedback on this for the entire 3rd year. This helps prepare them for writing their graduation thesis in 
Engish in the 4th year.

<Examples of student work will be shown during the presentation to highlight these points.>

Figure 1. An example of sources provided for students.

Figure 2. An example of a teacher model text.


