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What is this?
Philosopher Stephen Toulmin’s (1958) 
adaptation and expansion of the 
deductive syllogism.

Real-world arguments (controversial, 
debatable proposition) have three 
essential components: claim, grounds 
and warrant. 

”A general premise (the warrant) 
supports the specific fact (the grounds) 
that leads to the assertion (the claim)” 
(Karbach, 82, 1987).

Additional elements are added as 
needed: backing, qualifier and rebuttal. 

Why is this important?
Learning is an engaged dialogue, a 
conversation, with various texts and 
people. This meaning-focused scalable 
heuristic affords a method of 
generating, structuring  and evaluating 
one's own thinking as well as others.

☦ Planned discussions
☦ Critical reading skills
☦ Self-evaluation
☦ Peer-evaluation

☦ Presentations
☦ Paragraphs
☦ Essays
☦ Graduation papers

The Toulmin model can strengthen:

So, Claim
Studies show 

drinking alcohol 
every day is good for 

the health. 

If something is good for 
the health, people should 

do it.
Since, Warrant

People should drink 
alcohol every day. 

Because, Grounds

Modal/Qualifier
Most people… 

…a little…

On account of, Backing
There are many factors 

working against human health, 
e.g. ageing, disease, lifestyle.

Unless, Counterclaim/Objection
…someone has an allergy,  

an issue with alcohol dependency, 
 is pregnant or underage.


